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             *Optional Memorials 
 *  Weekdays  

 
 
The mystery of Christ is celebrated throughout the year. In addition, the Church witnesses to Mary 
and the saints who model devotion to God. Each day has an assigned rank. 
 
Solemnities – principal days observing aspects of the paschal mystery 
 
Feasts – special days celebrating the mystery of salvation or life of a saint 
 
Memorials – saints of universal significance are remembered in the entire Church (obligatory) 
 
Optional Memorials – saints of national or regional significance, or religious order saints are 
   Remembered (optional) 
 
Weekdays – no special aspect is celebrated: an ordinary celebration / remembrance of the mystery of  
  salvation     
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 From apostolic times, Sunday has been truly the Lord’s Day, because Jesus rose from the dead on 
a Sunday. Catholics observe Sunday by attending liturgy and observing the day with rest and relaxation. 
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The use of color in the Church as an aspect of its symbolism in the liturgy is of early origin, although 
in the days of the Roman Empire white was most commonly used. Color as such became a mark of 
distinction in dress, and in the Middle Ages there was added the sequence of colors in vestments to be 
used for various feasts. The modern sequence of colors are five: white, red, green, violet and rose. Any 
shade of these colors is permitted. 

 

The colors and their use are: White, in the offices and Masses of the Easter and Christmas seasons; on 
feasts and memorials of the Lord, other than of his passion; on feasts and memorials of Mary, the 
angels, saints who were not martyrs, All Saints (November 1), John the Baptist (June 24), John the 
Evangelist (December 27), the Chair of St. Peter (February 22), and the Conversion of St. Paul 
(January 25). 

 

Red is used on Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) and Good Friday, Pentecost, celebrations of the Lord’s 
passion, birthday feasts of the apostles and evangelists, and celebrations of martyrs. 

 

Green is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time. 

 

Violet is used in Lent and Advent. It may also be worn in offices and Masses for the dead. 

 

Black may be used in Masses for the dead. 

 

Rose may be used on Gaudete Sunday (3rd Sunday of Advent) and Laetare Sunday (4th Sunday of 
Lent). 
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